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Understanding the Glory and Beauty in the Islamic
Architecture based on Perception and Theophany Approaches

Abstract

The identity crisis and the lack of specific theoretical basis in the religious buildings
which rooted in the deep meanings of the Islamic thought, is one of today's challenges
of contemporary Iran architecture. The lack of theoretical basis which has resulted
undesirable conclusions, not only in the architecture creating process, also in
recognition and reconstruction of traditional buildings. Therefore it is necessary to
research the concepts like glory and beauty, which are recognized either in the
essence of buildings and their perception by users. Given that the glory and beauty
have been studied under the aesthetic subject, at first a specific theoretical framework
which express two various perspectives about beauty was formulated. Secondly, The
aesthetic categories that glory and beauty extracted from it, have been scrutinized.
Then two concepts of the glory and beauty under duality obtained from the theoretical
framework was conceptualized. This part were started by the qualitative concepts and
absolute theoretical discussions then continued up to the qualitative-quantitative
results in architecture. Finally, the specific parameters were explained that determine
the glory and beauty are Manifestation of which features and also how affect the
audience. The present research is an applied research, that strategically categorized
on the analytical- descriptive researches. Additionally the analytical-historical
research methods, especially when the old buildings have been documented, was
used. In the theoretical field, The data was collected by the librarian studies and
indexation tools.

The paper’s goals:

1-Explaining the position of glory and beauty in the various approaches to the Islamic
aesthetics

2-Approaching how the realization of the glory and beauty in the Islamic architecture.

The paper's questions

1- How can explain the position of glory and beauty under the aesthetic subject in the
world of Islam?

2- How can the glory and beauty realized in the Islamic Architecture?

Key words:
Aesthetic, Theophany, Perception, Beauty, Glory
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